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Chapter 1. Freedom’s Just Another Word…5-38 (Harvey: A Brief History of Neoliberalism) 
 

1. In which ways is “neoliberalism” appealing to the extent that it becomes “common 
sense,” according to Harvey? 

2. How was the US occupation of Iraq representative of neoliberal values? 
3. What does “individual freedom” actually mean in the neoliberal context? What are 

“good freedoms” and “bad freedoms” in Karl Polanyi’s argument? 
4. Chile in 1973: how is this an example of an early experiment in neoliberal state 

formation? What was the global value of this “experiment in the periphery”? 
5. Does Harvey think that the spread of neoliberalism was centrally coordinated by the 

US? 
6. What was the ultimate purpose of neoliberalism, from a class perspective? 
7. Why is Friedrich von Hayek important in this chapter? 
8. What is distinctive about US imperialism? 
9. How did New York banks become more internationally prominent from 1973 

onwards, and what was the impact of that? 
10. When was “structural adjustment” invented, and where? What does it involve? 
11. When Harvey says globalized neoliberalism is the financialization of everything, 

what does that mean? 
12. Why is it important to think of the transnational capitalist class? 

 
Chapter 2. The Construction of Consent, 39-63 (Harvey: A Brief History of Neoliberalism) 
 

1. The lead question opening this chapter is how neoliberalization was accomplished 
and by whom? Make an outline of Harvey’s answer to this question, and note the 
relationship between culture and politics. 

2. Why is such a seemingly local event as the bankruptcy of New York City in 1975, of 
importance in this chapter? 

3. What does the increase in corporate power in New York in the 1970s have do with 
“self, sexuality, and identity”? 

4. Note what happens with US universities in the 1990s, and in business schools in 
particular, and the correspondence with what we know to be the advent and spread 
of “globalization” in academic writing, led by US academics. 

5. What can a government gain by selling off state-owned enterprises? 


