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Reading Questions for Session 11 
 
Chapter 5. Neoliberalism ‘with Chinese Characteristics,’ pp. 120-151 (Harvey: A Brief History of 
Neoliberalism) 

1. What motivated the Chinese leadership to undertake economic reforms? 
2. What is distinctive about the Chinese development path? 
3. Why is China important to understanding global neoliberalism? 
4. When we note how the biggest population movement in history is internal to China itself, how 

should this alter theories of globalization? 
5. How was a rural capitalist class created in China from 1982 onwards? 
6. What roles did foreign direct investment play in China’s transformation? 
7. Which measures did the Chinese government adopt to deal with massive urbanization and 

growing unemployment? 
8. If capitalist development in China has “Chinese characteristics,” does the same principle apply 

to economic and financial crisis in China? 
9. In which ways has China shown an imperial side to its external relations? 
10. When China acquires a massive surplus of financial capital, what does it do with it? 
11. In which way(s) does China differ from the neoliberal template? 
12. Did capitalist economic growth, and greater productivity, lessen poverty and inequality in 

China? 
13. Does the Chinese path appear to be sustainable? 
14. Note Harvey’s concluding outline of the directions in which China may be going. 

 
Chapter 6. Neoliberalism on Trial, pp. 152-182 (Harvey: A Brief History of Neoliberalism) 

1. To what degree has neoliberalization succeeded in stimulating economic growth? 
2. What is neoliberalization’s global impact on employment and standards of living? 
3. What success can be claimed for neoliberal policies, in terms of achieving their own stated 

goals? 
4. What is the meaning of “circumscribed neoliberalization” and why is the Swedish case useful? 
5. How do the media, by and large, explain away the failures of neoliberalization? How are the 

“explanations” Darwinian? 
6. Which specific industries have been greatly boosted under neoliberalism? Why does Harvey 

speak of the “hype” of globalization? 
7. What is the main, substantive success of neoliberalism from Harvey’s point of view? (Note: 

accumulation by dispossession.) 
8. Were debt crises accidental? 
9. What are alternative forms that fill the void left behind by the withdrawal of the state and 

democratic institutions? 
10. What does neoliberalization’s environmental record look like? 
11. Harvey argues that neoliberalism contains an oppositional culture within it. What does that 

mean and what is the evidence for that? 
12. How are the human rights movement and neoliberalism deeply implicated in each other? 
13. How is the phenomenon of the expansion of NGOs linked to neoliberalism? 
14. What is “military humanism”? 
15. Do “freedom” and “rights” matter, in Harvey’s argument?  


