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Reading Questions for Session 10 
 
Chapter 3. The Neoliberal State, 64-86 (Harvey: A Brief History of Neoliberalism) 
 

1. What roles are envisioned for the state in a neoliberal order? 
2. Why is the “rule of law” important? 
3. What “promises” does neoliberal theory make, and how are those promises 

presumably to be achieved? 
4. Monopolies and market failure are identified by Harvey as two major controversies 

in neoliberal thinking. What is controversial about these two features? 
5. What accounts for the rise to prominence of “experts” under neoliberalism? 
6. How are authoritarianism and neoliberalism tied together in Harvey’s account? 
7. What does creating a good climate for investment and boosting the confidence of 

investors entail? 
8. In which basic sense does the work of the IMF go against neoliberal doctrine? (Hint: 

risk.) 
9. How does “the extraction of tribute” work and why is it significant here? 
10. What does neoliberalism have to do with the rise of non-elected advocacy 

groups/NGOs? Why has “civil society” become important? 
11. Note the five basic contradictions of neoliberalism listed by Harvey. 
12. What is the difference between neoconservatives and neoliberals? 

 
Chapter 4. Uneven Geographical Developments, 87-119 (Harvey: A Brief History of 
Neoliberalism) 
 

1. What makes the spread of neoliberal transformations “uneven”? 
2. Does neoliberalism spread from particular centres in the world? 
3. Were neoliberal transformations successful in achieving the goals of neoliberal 

policy? 
4. What accounted for US economic growth in the 1990s, and how is that relevant here? 
5. What is the significance of the World Trade Organization (WTO)? 
6. Note the so-called “conspiratorial view” of the late 1990s Asian financial crisis, and 

ask yourself if it does not appear to be valid. Does Harvey reject the view? 
7. Why is the Zapatista rebellion in Mexico to be seen as a reaction against 

neoliberalism? What are the causes of the rebellion? 
8. In Argentina, what was the Kirchner solution to IMF austerity? 
9. What does Harvey have to say about class and “ruling ideas,” and why have these 

been neglected in most conventional analyses of neoliberalism? 
10. What are the kinds of “relationships” between organized labour movements and 

neoliberal governments? 
11. Do the impacts and consequences of neoliberalism create “good business climates”? 
12. Are the consequences unintended, in Harvey’s view? Do you agree? 


