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TTHHEE  MMAACCRROO--MMIICCRROO  PPRROOBBLLEEMM::  
EETTHHNNOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  AANNDD  GGLLOOBBAALLIIZZAATTIIOONN  
  Ulf Hannerz: “ethnography and system image show[ing] less than a 

perfect fit” (1992, pp. 21-22) 
 methodological solutions? 
 
TTRRAANNSSNNAATTIIOONNAALLIISSMM  AANNDD  MMUULLTTII--SSIITTEEDD  EETTHHNNOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  
 George Marcus 
 James Clifford (Routes) 
 Multi-sited ethnography follows people, objects, and ideas that are 

connected across a number of sites. 
 participant-observation 
 
(1) neither people nor cultures remain in place; 
(2) loss of confidence in older paradigms and methods; 
(3) growing interest in globalization. 
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 the transnational, interpersonal qualities 
 the translocal, or the multilocal 
 Malinowski’s Argonauts of the Western Pacific 
 common in studies of migration, media, Internet, reproductive 

technologies, epidemiology, development, NGOs (Marcus 1995, 106) 
 
CCRRIITTIICCIISSMMSS  OOFF  MMUULLTTII--SSIITTEEDD  EETTHHNNOOGGRRAAPPHHYY  
  the world-system perspective “has become fragmented, indeed, ‘local’ 

at its very core” (Marcus 1995, 98)?? 

 Parts confused with wholes; or merely a sum of units. 
 wedded to a classic fixation with sites 
 connections are emphasized over relations (Feldman 2011), case for a 

“non-local ethnography” 
 the global is always out there somewhere, always beyond 
 How many sites are enough? Which sites are the most important? 
  Time, cost 
 weak on theory 
 political economy and history are sidelined (Gille and Ó Riain 2002) 
  assumes the ethnographer has a single, complete, bounded identity 
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 Is everything of importance mobile? 
 leaving behind an ethnography predicated on intimacy and the 

everyday 
 places still matter (see Senses of Place, by Basso & Feld) 
 
NNOONN--LLOOCCAALL  AANNDD  GGLLOOCCAALL  EETTHHNNOOGGRRAAPPHHYY::  
HHOOWW  CCAANN  WWEE  SSTTUUDDYY  NNAATTOO??  
 localized effects 
 Gregory Feldman: 
 
“NATO precludes ethnography because its Brussels headquarters is even more 
secretive than the European Commission. An anthropology of NATO 
necessitates ethnography at headquarters, which is not feasible. No 
anthropologist will gain ethnographic access to the elites working in Brussels, 
unlike those who have undertaken ethnographies of the European Commission” 

 
 older approaches privilege access to specific (usually “remote”) 

locations 
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 geographical decentering of research, reflection on what this means: 
 
“It is not that participant observation is irrelevant or unnecessary, but in 
instances where face-to-face interaction does not address the necessary 
research question, anthropologists should use alternative methods that focus on 
non-localizable sites to expose the culturally produced logic structuring unequal 
social-political relations” 

 
SSTTUUDDYYIINNGG  UUPP  TTHHEE  PPOOWWEERR  GGRRAADDIIEENNTT  
  anthropological projects no longer obsess about particular sites, but 

instead focus on particular concepts, processes or commodities 
 problem of fetishizing archaic ethnographic conventions 
 “participant-observation…does not travel well up the social 

structure” 
  elite corporations & secretive organizations: Should such centres of 

social and political life be excluded from anthropology because of 
their power? 
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 Laura Nader, “Up the Anthropologist”: 
 
(1) the analysis of documents (including public relations material and 

internal memos); 
(2) interviews; and, 
(3) “self-analysis” – ‘an awareness on the part of the [anthropologist] of 

how he or she as a social scientist is perceived…and described in the 
veiled and not-so-veiled encounters with…members of 
organizations’” 
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(a) We are in an institution of power; 
(b) Should not be seeking comfort in the familiar and the traditional; 
(c) Should not be held hostage to a method; 
(d) NATO is accessible to us, just as its effects are localizable; 
(e) Anthropology never exclusively was about the mundane and 

everyday. 


