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SESSION 7: GLOBALIZATION THEORY IN ANTHROPOLOGY 
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AANNTTHHRROOPPOOLLOOGGYY  IINN  TTHHEE  WWOORRLLDD  
  Decolonization, detribalization, urbanization 
  anthropology losing its raison d’être? 
  internal criticisms in anthropology: 
 
“the global is the true state of affairs and the only adequate framework 
for the analysis of any part of the world, at least since the rise of the first 
commercial civilizations” (Friedman, 1994, p. 3). 
 
  Eric Wolf (1982): web-like interconnections 
 
“the appearance of a global perspective is contained within the self-
consciousness of the ethnographic act itself” (Friedman, 1994, p. 3) 
 
“what is ethnography if not the activity whereby members of the center 
travel to already pacified peripheries to examine the life of ‘the other’?” 
(Friedman, 1994, p. 3) 
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  Situating the local within the global, understanding anthropology as 
representative of an early globalization process, questioning culture 
as local and bounded 

 
 

AAMMEERRIICCAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN  OORR  IINNDDIIGGEENNIIZZAATTIIOONN??  
  Arjun Appadurai 
 
  “alternative fears to globalization” (p. 295) 
 
  “indigenization” 
 
  Criticisms of “indigenization”: mask for Americanization? 
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  Akhil Gupta and James Ferguson:  
 

“we worry at least as much about the opposite danger of celebrating the 
inventiveness of those ‘consumers’ of the culture industry (especially on 
the periphery)….The danger here is the temptation to use scattered 
examples of the cultural flows dribbling from the ‘periphery’ to the chief 
centers of the culture industry as a way of dismissing the ‘grand 
narrative’ of capitalism …and thus of evading the powerful political 

issues associated with Western global hegemony” (1992, p. 19) 

 
  Ulf Hannerz:  
 

“With regard to cultural flow, the periphery, out there in a distant 
territory, is more the taker than the giver of meaning and meaningful form. 
Much as we feel called upon to make note of any examples of 
counterflow, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that at least as things stand 
now the relationship is lopsided (1991, p. 107, emphases added) 
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CCOOSSMMOOPPOOLLIITTAANNSS  AANNDD  CCRREEOOLLEESS  
 
  production of new diversity 
 
  the cosmopolitan and the creole 
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TTHHEEOORREETTIICCAALL  MMOODDEELLSS  
  

TTHHEE  HHAANNNNEERRZZ  MMOODDEELL  
 
1)  the autonomy and boundedness of cultures is understood as a matter 

of degree;  
2) the asymmetrical center-periphery structure affects the distribution of 

culture within the world; 
3)  the center-periphery structure shapes the material and power contexts 

to which cultures adapt and they direct the influx of “initially alien” 
meanings;  

4)  these “alien meanings” do not enter a cultural tabula rasa, and hence 
interaction has to be stressed;  

5)  “not all cultures are local, in the sense of being territorially bounded;” 
and,  

6)  the global homogenization of culture is not a self-evident end result 
(Hannerz, 1992, pp. 261-262) 
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TTHHEE  AAPPPPAADDUURRAAII  MMOODDEELL  
 
5 dimensions of “global cultural flow”: 
1) ethnoscapes;  
2) mediascapes;  
3) technoscapes;  
4) finanscapes; and,  
5) ideoscapes 
= “deeply perspectival constructs” (Appadurai, 1990, p. 296) 
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CCUULLTTUURREESS  OOUUTT  OOFF  PPLLAACCEE::  BBEEYYOONNDD  PPLLAACCEE,,  BBEEYYOONNDD  CCUULLTTUURREE  
 
  “movement” (Kearney, 1995, p. 547) 
  “transnationalism” (Basch et al., 1994, p. 22) 
 

CCRRIITTIIQQUUEE  OOFF  LLOOCCAALL--CCEENNTTRRIISSMM  
  a fiction that treats cultures as discrete, object-like phenomena (Gupta 

& Ferguson, 1992, p. 7) 
 
  If culture was really bound to place, then what is “the culture” of 

farm workers who spend half a year in Mexico and half a year in the 
United States? (1992, p. 7) 

  Colonialism brought cultures into relation with one another, in 
specific places; what then is the resulting culture of the colonizer, of 
the colonized? 

  problem of understanding multiple cultures within the same space 
  Migration blurs distinctions between “here” and “there” (Gupta & 

Ferguson, 1992, p. 10) 
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TTHHEE  GGUUPPTTAA  &&  FFEERRGGUUSSOONN  MMOODDEELL  
 spaces have for centuries been hierarchically interconnected 
 difference has to be understood in relational terms, through connection 
 first comes space, then comes place 
 

“The move we are calling for, most generally, is away from seeing 
cultural difference as the correlate of a world of ‘peoples’ whose separate 
histories wait to be bridged by the anthropologist and toward seeing it as 
a product of a shared historical process that differentiates the world as it 
connects it (Gupta & Ferguson, 1992, p. 16) 
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