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Appadurai, Arjun. (1990). “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global Cultural Economy”. 
Theory, Culture & Society, 7 (2/3), 295-310 
 

1. How does Appadurai treat the concept of “Americanization”? 
2. Note the “five dimensions of global cultural flow”. 
3. What is the relationship between globalization and homogenization as explained in 

this article? 
4. How would you evaluate this article: a) Does it offer clear explanations? b) Is it 

presenting a model which seems applicable to a wide variety of cases? c) Are most of 
the key debates and problems associated with globalization grasped by Appadurai’s 
approach, or are some more valued than others? 

5. Using this article, what would an explanation and description of the 2003 invasion of 
Iraq, and its subsequent occupation, look like? Does Appadurai mention war? 

 
Hannerz, Ulf. (1990). “Cosmopolitans and Locals in World Culture”. Theory, Culture & 
Society, 7(2), 237-251 
 

1. Which types of foreign travelers are generally excluded from Hannerz’s concept of 
the cosmopolitan? 

2. Does Hannerz explain the real-life conditions under which some become 
cosmopolitans while others remain as locals? How does it happen? Why does it 
happen? 

3. What are transnational cultures? 
4. Taking the article above and this one together, what kinds of topics would you say 

are generally not being discussed? 
 
Kearney, M. (1995). “The Local and the Global: The Anthropology of Globalization and 
Transnationalism”. Annual Review of Anthropology, 24, 547-565 
 

1. How is transnationalism different from globalization? 
2. In your estimation, can hyperspaces be treated as if they were detached from any 

local reference? 
3. Regarding the media exports of India and Brazil: If you are a Canadian (one who is 

not of Indian or Brazilian ancestry), to what extent can you say you have undergone 
“reverse cultural imperialism” from these countries? 

4. Would you agree with the author that MTV disseminates a “non-local identity” (p. 
555)? Are none of its music videos identifiable with, and imbued, with particular 
places and a particular culture? 

5. Has the world become changed into a globalized form, or is it that the thinking and 
writing about academics, primarily in the West, has changed? After all, is 
globalization not “perspectival” as Appadurai argued? 

6. Has there been a collapse in the basis for distinguishing between urban and rural? 


