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SSEESSSSIIOONN  44  

MMCCDDOONNAALLDDIIZZAATTIIOONN,,  DDIISSNNEEYYIIZZAATTIIOONN,,  AANNDD  AAMMEERRIICCAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN  
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““WWEE’’RREE  AALLLL  LLIIVVIINNGG  IINN  AAMMEERRIICCAA””  

““TTUU  VVUUÒÒ  FFAA’’  LL’’AAMMEERRIICCAANNOO””  
 
  The dual critique of Americanization/Westernization 
  “The liberation of Rome” 
 Renato Carosone: “new armies wearing blue-jeans” 
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“America never went to war with a country that had a McDonald's” 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=eMIiZX8kwwc 

 
 

“Maybe we should slap down five or six  
McDonald’s on this strip, then the people  
would be happy” 
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“The hidden hand of the market will never work without a hidden fist—
McDonald’s cannot flourish without McDonnell Douglas, the builder of 
the F-15. And the hidden fist that keeps the world safe for Silicon Valley’s 
technologies is called the United States Army, Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps”. (Thomas Friedman, 1999/3/28) 
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AAMMEERRIICCAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN  BBEECCOOMMEESS  ““GGLLOOBBAALLIIZZAATTIIOONN””  
 
 Henry Luce, 1941, Life magazine, “The American Century” 
 
“Whereas the geographical language of empires suggests a malleable politics—empires 
rise and fall and are open to challenge—the ‘American Century’ suggests an inevitable 
destiny. In Luce's language, any political quibble about American dominance was 
precluded. How does one challenge a century? US global dominance was presented as the 
natural result of historical progress, implicitly the pinnacle of European civilization, rather 
than the competitive outcome of political-economic power. It followed as surely as one 
century after another. Insofar as it was beyond geography, the American Century was 
beyond empire and beyond reproof” 
 
“’globalization’ was made in America and was built around U. S. interests and ideologies, 
but it was also established from the beginning of the twentieth century rather than simply 
at its end” (p. 4) 

 
Smith, Neil. (2003). American Empire: Roosevelt’s Geographer and the Prelude to Globalization. 

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press. Pp. 20, 4. 
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WWEESSTTEERRNNIIZZAATTIIOONN,,  OORR  TTHHEE  DDEESSPPAAIIRR  OOFF  HHAAVVIINNGG  EEVVEERRYYTTHHIINNGG  
 
 Jean Baudrillard 
 
“The West’s mission is to make the world’s wealth of cultures interchangeable, and to 
subordinate them within the global order. Our culture, which is bereft of values, revenges 
itself upon the values of other cultures....this anthropological conflict pits a monolithic 
universal culture against all manifestations of otherness, wherever they may be found. 
Global power — as fundamentalist as any religious orthodoxy — sees anything different 
or unorthodox as heretical, and the heretics must be made to assume their position within 
the global order or disappear completely. The West’s mission (we could call it the ‘former 
West’ since it lost its defining values long ago) is to reduce a wealth of separate cultures 
into being interchangeable, of equal weight, by any brutal means possible. A culture that 
is bereft of values revenges itself on the values of other cultures. Beyond politics and 
economics, the primary aim of warfare (including the conflict in Afghanistan) is to 
normalise savagery and beat territories into alignment. Another objective is to diminish 
any zone of resistance, to colonise and tame any terrain, geographical or mental” 
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GGLLOOBBAALLIIZZAATTIIOONN  AASS  AA  CCUULLTTUURRAALL  PPHHAANNTTAASSMM??  
 
Glocalization: “locally conceived and controlled and rich in distinctive 
substance” (Ritzer, 2004, p. 8) 
Grobalization: “generally centrally conceived, controlled, and 
comparatively devoid of distinctive substantive content” (Ritzer, 2004, p. 
3) 
Supermodernity (la surmodernité): uprootedness and alienation (Marc 
Augé, 1992) 
 
 
  
 


