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ANTH 385, Globalization & Transnationality 
Max Forte, Concordia University 
Reading Questions for Session 3 

 
A.D. Smith, “Towards a Global Culture?” 
 

1. A.D. Smith acknowledges that there were serious, logical reasons and empirical 
evidence for thinking that nationalism, and nations, could be transcended. Make a list 
of those reasons. 

2. Which political ideologies were the most internationalist, the most inclined to embrace 
cosmopolitanism or universalism? 

3. What does Smith appear to mean by “cultural imperialism”? How is cultural 
imperialism different today, in his view? Does cultural imperialism achieve its aims? 

4. Buried within this article is one explanation as to why a focus on communication and 
consciousness can be emphasized to the exclusion of economic factors underpinning 
globalization. Try to find it. 

5. How have some of the tools of globalization helped to foster the local, ethnic antithesis 
to the formation of a global culture? 

6. What does a post-industrial “global culture” look like? 
7. Why does “global culture” lack a history? How does that impact on the ability of 

global culture to become a reality? 
8. What makes national cultures persist? 
9. The “pre-modern” defeats “global culture”: why? 
10. What is it that fuels the nationalist project? Note also where he outlines the additional 

reasons that national cultures retain a hold in a supposedly interdependent world. 
11. In Smith’s view, why is nationalism seemingly more powerful than, as one example, 

socialism? 
12. When reading Smith on what makes a nation, does it strike you that Canada perhaps is 

not a nation? 
 
Neil Smith, “Liberalism and the Roots of American Globalism” 
 

1. Note the competing understandings of “liberalism” at the opening of this chapter. 
Which one is most relevant to the concerns of this course? 

2. What makes neoliberalism and neoconservativism alike? 
3. Neil Smith is making the argument that globalism is originally and fundamentally US 

globalism: how does he try to make that argument work? 
4. It may seem knotted and confusing, but what is the connection between liberalism, 

Americanism, and liberal internationalism? 
5. By the 1990s, what was the position of neoliberals and neoconservatives on the subject 

of American empire? 
6. What are some of the shared qualities between the liberal imperialism of today and 

that of 19th-century Britain? 
7. How can “Americanism” be both nationalist and universalist at the same time? 
8. What does liberalism have to do with globalization? 
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9. What does Smith think of claims that we have a post-imperial, deterritorialized, 
globalized world? 


