
ANTH 385, Globalization & Transnationality 
Max Forte, Concordia University 

Reading Questions for Session 1 (part 2) 
 

Introduction, 1-4 (Harvey: A Brief History of Neoliberalism) 
 

1. When did neoliberalism first begin to take shape? 
2. What are some of the key features of neoliberalism? 
3. How is neoliberalism defined? 
4. Where have advocates of neoliberalism been housed, and how did they gain 

prominence? 
5. How is the study of neoliberalism vital to understanding globalization? 

 
Samuel Huntington – “The Clash of Civilizations?” 
 

1. Huntington, like Fukuyama, emphasizes “culture,” yet Huntington arrives at a very 
different conclusion. Why is that? 

2. Huntington sees the world after the Cold War as a fundamentally different one. How 
does he describe it? 

3. How is “civilization” defined in this article? 
4. On what do Fukuyama and Huntington agree? 
5. How many civilizations are there (according to Huntington), how are they identified, 

and why will they clash (hint: six major reasons)? 
6. How is the West using international institutions, and to what ends? 
7. How has the international promotion of liberal democracy backfired? 
8. Do you think that Huntington’s thesis has been validated, and is largely correct? If not, 

what are the substantial flaws in his thesis? How much of what Huntington describes 
could in fact turn to be a self-fulfilled prophecy? 

 
Stanley Hoffmann, “Clash of Globalizations” 

1. Hoffmann disagrees with Fukyama’s thesis on which points specifically, and how does 
that disagreement shape Hoffman’s perspective on globalization? 

2. On which points, and why, does Hoffmann disagree with Huntington? 
3. Note the “three realities” that Hoffmann says are challenges to all of the received 

approaches to the (de)merits of globalization. 
4. Note the “three forms” of globalization that Hoffmann outlines. 
5. How is globalization related to US dominance in this article? 
6. What limits or obstacles does globalization face, that render triumphalism 

problematic? (Note that there are seven parts to this answer.) 
7. What problems does the formation of “global governance” face? 
8. Why does citizenship still matter? 
9. How does globalization fuel violence? 
10. What, from Hoffman’s point of view, are the prospects for continued US dominance in 

the international arena? 
 


