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Reading Questions for Session 1 (part 1) 
 
Introduction, 1-14 (Eriksen: Globalization—The Key Concepts) 
 

1. Of what value is the term “globalization”? 
2. Is globalization new, either as a phenomenon, or as a way that theorists 

describe the world? 
3. How have the ways of discussing global interconnectedness changed over 

time? 
4. What are the three aspects of globalization that have become most salient in 

the last 20-30 years? 
5. How has the concept of globalization been defined? 
6. What is not globalization, according to Eriksen? 
7. Note the seven dimensions of globalization highlighted by Eriksen 
8. What is the difference between objective and subjective globalization? 
9. Note the seven areas of debate around globalization. 

 
Francis Fukuyama, “The End of History” 
 

1. Is the “end of history” the same as the end of the Cold War? 
2. What constitutes the victory of the West? Where does Fukuyama find signs of 

this victory? 
3. Which body of theory in anthropology do “end of history” theses, such as 

Hegel’s and Marx’s, resemble most closely? 
4. Which are the elements of Fukuyama’s argument that might appeal to 

anthropologists, or at least invite their attention? 
5. What is the relationship between the ideational (or ideological) and the 

material world in Hegel’s philosophy? How might this be showing up in our 
review of globalization theories? 

6. What defines the “universal homogenous state”? Which were the best 
representatives of this state? 

7. What are, in light on recent developments, some of the obvious shortcomings 
in Fukuyama’s argument? 

8. In terms of “ideological pretensions of representing different and higher 
forms of human society” is Fukayama incorrect to suggest that there are none 
besides liberalism? 

9. Can the only significant challenge to one universalism be another 
universalism? 

10. Does Fukuyama express, imply or otherwise suggest that he might have 
doubts about his argument and some of his assumptions? 

11. Is Fukuyama excited and joyful about the prospects of life after the end of 
history? 


